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2012 Multimedia Awards: Final Judgment 
As members of the judging panel of the 2012 University of Maryland, University College Multimedia Awards, our task is choosing this year’s winner from among over 200 other entries.  In this report, you will learn the approach taken in choosing two finalists.  This report discusses the process used to choose the finalists that were assessed with the LORI instrument, which was used to choose a winner.  This year, the Multimedia Awards accepted entries from educational sites committed to the education of school-aged children.  
The first round took a non-educational approach, assessing the general design and content components of the learning object with the assistance of a rubric borrowed from a Pace University study.  According to Thomas (2003, p.1) "The rubric suggests that design and content issues can be assessed by the support offered to user performance speed, memory, effort and comfort".  The final rounds consisted of focus group evaluations which narrowed the contest to two applicants: iKnowthat.com and Learn360.com.

According the website at iKnowthat.com, the sites mission is "to ignite a love of lifelong learning in every child by harnessing Internet multimedia and social communication to product an environment for engaging, interactive, and dynamic learning." (para. 1).  The site offers multimedia learning tools to teachers and parents for students ages "pre-k" through the 6th grade. Some of the content delivered is in the form of games, while others via video and projects.  Students can save their work and share progress with family and friends; multi-player options are available as well.

Learn360.com’s information pages says, "Learn360 is an interactive media-on-demand service for the K-12 education market, providing teachers and students the power to meet and exceed 21st century educational expectations across all curriculums" (para. 1).  Learn360 serves many roles in many different classrooms; from a learning management system to a library of learning materials, including videos, images, articles, and other resources from top educational publishers.

For the final round of judging, the Learning Object Review Instrument (LORI) instrument was used to assess the sites and evaluate the sites in respects to nine subjects, which are used to assess the sites below (Nesbit, et al., 2007, p1).  

LORI Analysis:
	
	iKnowthat.com
	Learn360

	1. Content Quality
	The quality of the content is high.  The information presented seems to be without error as the activities exercise basic functions and principles.
4 Stars
	The content of Learn360 is error free, as it aligns with most school curriculums and information presented is taken directly from textbooks and reviewed sources.  Many materials derived are from popular educational publishers. 

5 Stars

	2. Learning Goal Alignment
	Participants and site members are able to choose the topic that they want to study and are also able to choose a level of difficulty.  The site is well aligned with any learning goal.
5 Stars
	The instructor sets learning goals on this site and makes materials available that meet with the learning goals and objectives.

4 Stars

	3. Feedback and Adaptation
	The learning object has the ability to tailor specific activities towards the individual students' learning goals.  The site gives feedback to the student and chooses the next assignment based on that feedback.

5 Stars
	Instructors must review assignments before giving feedback and assigning a follow-up task.  The learning object does not adapt to students' needs.

2 Stars

	4. Motivation
	The learning object is able to motivate students in accordance to their age level.  The learning object features bright colors, sounds, and high interactivity.  Rewards and certificates are printable and students are able to share results with family members and friends.  

5 Stars
	The learning object does not have many motivating features to keep the interest of the students.  Activities are assigned, not chosen.
3 Stars

	5. Presentation Design
	The presentation design is appropriate for a child’s learning environment.  Students with special needs can easily understand the material.
5 Stars
	The production value of this learning object is exceptional.  Materials presented are clear and are easily accessible.  Audio and text are both used as needed.

5 Stars

	6. Interaction Usability
	Graphics and ads on the site make it difficult to navigate site.  Some activities open in new windows, further making navigation confusing.
4 Stars
	Subscribers have access to 24/7 user support if any issues are had with the easily navigated site.  Tabs and links clearly mark where users are and where they want to be.

5 Stars 

	7. Accessibility 
	This site is accessible to disabled students, and delivers content in ways that students with disabilities may benefit from.

5 Stars
	This site is accessible to disabled students, and delivers content in ways that students with disabilities may benefit from.

5 Stars

	8. Reusability
	iKnowit.com can be used throughout the K-6 years.  As the age of the user increases, the maturity of the material also increases. The site also covers many different subjects.  However, subjects are select.

4 Stars 
	Learn360 is used in any classroom for any subject.  Learn 360 can be successfully by schools in different demographics and school systems, proving its reusability.

5 Stars

	9. Standards Compliance
	To our knowledge, the learning object meets all relevant standards.

5 Stars
	To our knowledge, the learning object meets all relevant standards.

5 Stars

	TOTAL STARS AWARDED
	42
	39


The panel has been looking for a website that is not only easy to use as an educational tool, but also one that is effective in all pedagogical aspects, addressing the learning needs of multiple types of students.  The committee chose a candidate that would be a learning resource to students that allows them to learn independently while still providing feedback.  iKnowit.com is an interactive and motivational site that helps develop basic and fundamental skills needed in every classroom.  Both students and parents can use the tools, in and outside of the classroom.  The LORI tool was integral in the decision to choose a winner.  As the selection committee for the 2012 UMUC Multimedia Awards, we are proud to present the first place award to iKnowit.com for being.  
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